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It will be remembered that a principal object of my journey to these provinces
was to obtain and facilitate an interview at Banaris with Dewaugur Pundit, the
Minister of Rajah Moodajee Booslah, for the purpose of effecting a final adjustment
of the political concerns of our Government and that of Berar. The death of
Dewaugur Pundit, the news of which reached me two days before my arrival at
Banaris, and whicli I regret with the most sensible concern, disappointed all the
hopes which I had conceived of forming by his means a solid and lasting alliance
with the court of Berar.

I was attended in my journey from Calcutta by Beneram Pundit, the Vakeel
of Moodajee Booslah, with his brother Bissumber Pundit. The Vakeel, during
his long residence with me in that capacity, had given me constant proofs of a
sincere disposition to promote the interests of our Government, whilst he exerted
himself to advance those of his master.

When I retreated from Banaris, Beneram Pundit and his brother, on the first
intelligence of my departure, followed, and unattended by a single servant joined
me in the march, resisting all my intreaties, and even injunctions, to return to
Banaris, where their whole family resided, and where they might have remained
in perfect ease and security.

On my arrival at Chunar, I found myself in great and irremediable distress for
want of money. The troops were some four, and others five months in arrears;
and as Cheit Sing had the country on all sides at his devotion, I had not the small-
est prospect of obtaining supplies, until the motion of our troops from different
quarters should open a communication. It was with difficulty that I found means
to raise so small a sum as 2,500 Rupees to distribute among the Sepoys for their
pressing necessities. I must add, though foreign from my immediate subject, that
the Sepoys bore their- distresses without expressing the least impatience uncle?
them.

Being accustomed, from my experience of the interest which Beneram Pundit
had always taken in the success of our affairs, and as a kind of acknowledgement
of it, to treat him with a greater freedom of communication than other persons
in his situation, I occasionally mentioned to him, without any expectation or
thought of obtaining any relief from him, the difficulties under which I laboured
for the want of present subsistence. He instantly, and with some eagerness, re-
plied that his family at Banaris were in possession of a Lack of Rupees collected in
specie, of which he made me the instant offer, proposing that a battalion of Se-
poys should be sent to bring it away; his brother at the same time offering to ac-
company the escort, and to deliver the money. I thankfully accepted the offer,
and should have adopted the mode they recommended for bringing away the mo-
ney, had I not been fearful of exposing their family to the vengeance of Cheit

Sing;